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September 13, 2017 
 
SDCTA Releases Process for Evaluating Implementation of Climate Action Plans 
 
San Diego (September 13, 2017) - Climate change continues to drive some of San Diego’s 
greatest policy challenges, and cities all across the region have begun adopting plans to combat 
the growing effects of global warming.  
 
Since March, the San Diego County Taxpayers Association has been developing principles 
important to taxpayers when taking action on climate change and a supporting evaluative 
process the Association can use to gauge municipalities’ commitment to those principles on 
behalf of taxpayers.  Our efforts began with the formation of a public working group compiled of 
various community leaders across multiple industries.  We welcomed participation from all 
corners of the community. 
 
Our working group came up with principles to evaluate potential actions municipalities might 
take to reach climate goals, which reiterated the need for cost effective solutions that efficiently 
utilize limited taxpayer resources. We announced these principles earlier this year in July and 
indicated to elected leaders across the region that the Association would provide at summer’s 
end the basis for our evaluation and endorsement process. Yesterday, we formally announced 
the completion of this process and sent out copies to all elected officials in the region.   
 
“Our process emphasizes the need for cost effective solutions that maximize the economic, 
environmental, and public health benefits to taxpayers,” said Haney Hong, president and CEO.   
“We believe that transparency and the usage of generally accepted methodology in quantifying 
costs and benefits is also a crucial part of the policy planning process.  Money doesn’t grow on 
trees, and so we need to be smart in pursuing our goals in tackling climate change while we still 
face the difficulties of a growing homeless population, aging infrastructure, and unfunded 
pension liabilities that our children will have to pay.” 
 
This set of principles and evaluation process for implementing climate action echoes the long-
standing set of principles and evaluative process the Association has used to analyze school 
bond proposals for decades.  The Association urges regional leaders to use this process to 
demonstrate to taxpayers the community is taking action in the cost effective manner that good 
management demands. 
 
 
ABOUT 
The San Diego County Taxpayers Association (@sdcta) is a non-profit, non-partisan 
organization, dedicated to promoting accountable, cost-effective and efficient government and 
opposing unnecessary new taxes and fees. Founded in 1945, SDCTA has spent the past 70 
years saving the region’s taxpayers millions of dollars, as well as generating information to help 
educate the public. 


